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“The philosophy of education is the study of the purpose, process, nature and ideals of education. This can be within the context of education as a societal institution or more broadly as the process of human existential growth, i.e. how our understanding of the world is continually transformed via physical, emotional, cognitive and transcendental experiences (Wikipedia, 2008).” The following chart recognizes and describes the contributions of 9 major education philosophers.
	Name of Philosopher/

Contributor
	Date of Birth through 

Date of Death
	Major Contributions
	Beliefs and Theories

	Jean Piaget
	1896-1980
	Stages of Development

Theory of Cognitive Development
	-Young children's thought or cognitive processes are inherently different from those of adults

-The four development stages are described in Piaget's theory as:

Sensorimotor stage: from birth to age 2. hildren experience the world through movement and senses
Preoperational stage: from ages 2 to 7 (magical thinking predominates. Acquisition of motor skills

Concrete operational stage: from ages 7 to 11 (children begin to think logically but are very concrete in their thinking)

Formal operational stage: after age 11 (development of abstract reasoning)

-In moral education, Piaget believed in two basic principles. The first one is the fact that children develop moral ideas in stages. The other is that children make their idea of the world. Children observe the world, and then decide what is morally correct.

	Friedrich Froebel
	1782-1852
	Concept of Kindergarten
	-Recognized that children have unique needs and capabilities

-The importance of the activity of the child in learning. He introduced the concept of “free work” into pedagogy
-Emphasized singing, dancing, gardening, games, and self-directed play

	Maria Montessori
	1870-1952
	Montessori Method
	-Emphasis on self-directed activity on the part of the child and clinical observation on the part of the teacher (often called a director, directress, or guide). 

-Stresses the importance of adapting the child's learning environment to his or her developmental level, and of the role of physical activity in absorbing abstract concepts and practical skills.

-Children direct their own learning

-The role of a teacher is to introduce children to materials and then remain a silent presence in the classroom, not be a lecturer.

-Discourages traditional measurements of achievement (grades, tests) under the premise that it is damaging to the inner growth of children (and adults).

-Children learn through discovery and learn to correct their own mistakes.

-Highly hands-on approach to learning

-Intense periods of concentration should not be interrupted.



	Lev

Vygotsky
	1896-1934
	Zone of Proximal Development

Importance of Play
	-Challenged Piaget’s Stages of Development

-Vygotsky stressed the importance of a child's cultural background as an effect to the stages of development. 

-ZPD, is the difference between what a learner can do without help and what he or she can do with help

-believed the role of education to be to provide children with experiences which are in their ZPD, thereby encouraging and advancing their individual learning.

	Howard Gardner
	1943-present
	Theory of Multiple Intelligences
	-The theory suggests that, rather than relying on a uniform curriculum, schools should offer individual-centered education", with curriculum tailored to the needs of each child. This includes working to help students develop the intelligences in which they are weaker

-Traditionally schools have emphasized the development of logical intelligence and linguistic intelligence (mainly reading and writing). While many students function well in this environment, there are those who do not. Gardner's theory argues that students will be better served by a broader vision of education, wherein teachers use different methodologies, exercises and activities to reach all students, not just those who excel at linguistic and logical intelligence.

-His original theory identified seven core intelligences: linguistic, logical-mathematical, spatial, bodily-kinesthetic, musical, interpersonal and intrapersonal. In 1997, he added an eighth, the "Naturalist" Intelligence.

	Loris Malaguzzi
	1920-1994
	Reggio Emilia Approach
	-It is in the early years of development that children are forming who they are as a person. This led to creation of a program based on the principles of respect, responsibility, and community through exploration and discovery in a supportive and enriching environment.

-based upon the following set of principles:

Children must have some control over the direction of their learning;

Children must be able to learn through experiences of touching, moving, listening, seeing, and hearing;

Children have a relationship with other children and with material items in the world that children must be allowed to explore;

and Children must have endless ways and opportunities to express themselves.

-Parents are viewed as partners, collaborators and advocates for their children.

-Teachers' long-term commitment to enhancing their understanding of children is at the crux of the Reggio Emilia approach

-The organization of the physical environment is crucial to Reggio Emilia's early childhood program, and is often referred to as the child's "third teacher."

-Long-term projects are considered vehicles for learning



	John Locke
	1632-1704
	“Tabula Rasa”

Nurture student’s interests

Teach virtue and critical thinking skills
	-People are born without innate ideas

-The mind is a blank slate or “tabula rasa”.

-For example, he advises parents to watch their children carefully in order to discover their "aptitudes," and to nurture their children's own interests rather than force them to participate in activities which they dislike

-"associations of ideas" made when young are more significant than those made when mature because they are the foundation of the self—they mark the tabula rasa
-advises parents to carefully nurture their children's physical “habits” before pursuing their academic education.[
-education is about instilling virtue and critical-thinking skills

-techniques were also integral to Maria Montessori's methods in the twentieth century

	John Dewey
	1859-1952
	Progressive Movement in U.S. Schooling

Hands-on Learning

Experiential Education


	-campaigner for reform of education, pointing out that the authoritarian, strict, pre-ordained knowledge approach of modern traditional education was too concerned with delivering knowledge, and not enough with understanding students' actual experiences.-ideas influenced  Project Based Learning (PBL) which places students in the active role of researchers.

	B.F. Skinner
	1904-1990
	Behavior Management

Precision teaching

Direct Instruction

Behaviorist Theories

Social Engineering

Operant Conditioning
	-Advocated for immediate praise, feedback, and/or reward when seeking to change troublesome or encourage correct behavior in the classroom.

-“The learner knows best”

-We behave the way we do because this kind of behavior has had certain consequences in the past

Five Principles:

Have small steps

Work from most simple to most complex tasks

Repeat the directions as many times as possible

Give immediate feedback

Give positive reinforcement
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