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Philosophy of Education
I have based this personal philosophy of education on my feelings and beliefs about children, teaching, and learning. I have developed these feelings and beliefs through the acquisition of my Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education, my 6 years of teaching children ages 2-8, and through a variety of Masters courses in Early Childhood Education. By clearly defining my philosophy of education, I can help children to learn and develop to their fullest potential. This philosophy guides my teaching practices and interactions with children and parents. A variety of learning and developmental theories, beliefs, and methods have influenced my personal philosophy of education.
I believe that all children can learn and that all children are individuals who learn at their own pace and in their own way. I am committed to instilling children with a love of learning while immersing them in a warm, nurturing, creative, stimulating, fun, and safe environment. I believe in educating the whole child through a developmentally appropriate balance of guided exploration, discovery, hands-on experiences, student-directed learning, and free-play which prepares them for continued success throughout school. I believe that play is the most important process through which young children learn. 
Children learn from each other as well as from adults so early childhood program should offer an environment and curriculum that respects a balance of whole class, small group, and individual learning experiences facilitated by professional educators. Furthermore, I believe that children can learn through appropriate field trips designed to illustrate the application of processes learned in the classrooms.
Early childhood centers should offer a healthy, safe, and nurturing preschool

atmosphere that instills curiosity and a love of learning. The environment should include a physical indoor and outdoor environment designed specifically for young children. Early childhood classrooms should be colorful, have various learning centers and play areas, and have student work on display which should be rotated regularly. The outdoor play areas should include items such as climbing structures, a sandbox, a water table, bikes, wagons, balls, playhouses, a painting wall, covered tables, and grassy activity areas. The environmental setup should include a variety of diverse cultures, languages, and themes.
I believe that early childhood teachers should be educated, fully qualified, experienced, and dedicated to the education of young minds. They should encourage the physical, social, emotional, and intellectual development of each child while treating the children with respect, love, and genuine caring. Caring teachers can help children develop healthy attachments to adults. Teachers should offer a balanced program focused on educating children academically, physically, socially, emotionally, and spiritually. 
I believe that a well-rounded early childhood program should include creative arts, literacy, math, science, social studies, drama, music, dance, physical education, technology, and free play. In addition to traditional academic knowledge, teachers should instill in children conceptualization skills, critical-thinking, and problem solving skills that can be applied to real life situations. It is important for teachers to establish daily and weekly routines and encourage smooth transitions from one activity to the next and between school and home. Teachers should strive to create an atmosphere that promotes positive socialization, independence, self-esteem, self-reflection, and the ability to think independently. I also believe that children learn best when subjects, themes, and values are integrated across the curriculum.
Furthermore, early childhood teachers must provide a variety of educational situations in their instructional programs to allow the different learning styles, intelligences, strengths, weaknesses, and talents among students to be respected and fostered. As an educator, I apply Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences on a daily basis. I purposefully create learning situations and activities that cater to a variety of learning styles and intelligences including visual, auditory, interpersonal, intrapersonal, kinesthetic, musical, mathematical, linguistic, spatial, and naturalist. 
Since every child develops at his or her own rate, I apply Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal Development. To apply this theory, educators must assess where each child stands cognitively, socially, and physically and strive to help that child move forward one step at a time at an age-appropriate rate and in developmentally-appropriate ways.
It is the ethical responsibility of early childhood professionals to make concerted efforts to meet the needs of every child, even children with special needs. Teachers should make every possible effort to accommodate special needs students and help them to learn and grow developmentally, physically, and cognitively. If the child needs help beyond what the teacher feels capable of, it is the teacher’s duty to turn to their administration for support and to refer parents to outside resources when necessary. 
Finally, I believe that in order for an early childhood program to be successful, there must be a high level of communication between staff, parents, administration, students, and the community. Parents are a vital part of the learning process. Parents are a child’s first and primary teachers, so professional educators should encourage as much parental involvement as possible in school and at home. 












