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Preschools use many different tools to communicate with parents and families. As the Director and Lead Teacher of a preschool in Rancho Santa Margarita, California, I use the following tools to communicate with the parents and families of my 21 students ages three through five:
· Weekly Newsletter (See Appendix A): Each Monday, I send home a newsletter via email. The newsletter informs parents of important upcoming dates and events, important reminders, and highlights of activities, themes, crafts, and stories for the current week and for the previous week. 

· Monthly Calendar (Appendix B): On the first day of each month, I send home a calendar. I put the calendar in each child’s cubby. The calendar informs parents of the letters of the week, numbers of the week, colors of the week, shapes of the week, all the daily snacks, and of any important events, field trips, or holidays during the month. 

· Website (Appendix C):  I maintain a website for my preschool parents to refer to throughout the year. The website has links to newsletters, monthly calendars, daily schedules, the parent handbook, field trip information, special program information, and our teachers’ bios and contact information. Every Monday, I update the website with the weekly newsletter and any new information regarding special programs or field trips. 

· Bi-Annual Progress Reports (Appendix D): In January and June, the kindergarten teacher will assess students individually in a variety of skills in the categories of social/emotional development, language and literacy, mathematical thinking, physical development, and scientific thinking. The progress report includes checklists as well as comment sections. The teachers and I meet with the parents in January and June for conferences to discuss the results of the progress reports. 

· Flyers (Appendix E): At least once a month, I will send home flyers advertising an upcoming event in our preschool such as a celebration for Dr. Seuss’ birthday, a puppet show, an annual music and movement performance, our Thanksgiving feast, or  our end-of-year “Oh the Places You’ll Go” celebration. The flyer includes information regarding dates, times, and how to RSVP for the event.

· Email:  I generally email my preschool parents as a group at least once a week regarding upcoming events, any changes in plans, important reminders, field trip information, carpool information for field trips, and more. I also correspond with individual parents via email if personal interaction is not necessary.

· Personal conversations: At pick-up and drop-off time each day, I speak with parents regarding upcoming events, day to day questions, daily behavior issues, funny stories, or to give them positive feedback. I encourage my preschool teachers to do the same because I think it is very important to keep open the lines of communication between school and home. 

Appendix A: Weekly Newsletter
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Appendix B: Monthly Calendar

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	     
	
	1
	2

	Letter: PQR(snacks)

Number: 5

Theme: Animals & Life Cycles
	 
	
	
	
	Shabbat 

Tumble Tots Bus
Snack- Challah & Cheese
	

	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	Letter:STU (snacks)

Number: 6

Theme: Lag Ba’Omer
	Playball Sports

9:30am EC1
10:00am EC2
Snack- Triscuits & Cheese
	Snack- Soup & Crackers
	Miss Pat Music & Movement 11:30am
Snack- Strawberry Special K Cereal & Milk
	Snack- Strawberries & Yogurt
	Muffins with Mom 9am
Shabbat 

Tumble Tots Bus
Snack- Challah & Cheese
	

	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

	Letter:VWX(snacks)

Number: 7

Theme: Nutrition

	Playball Sports

9:30am EC1

10:00am EC2
Snack- Vegetable Soup

	Lag B’Omer

Chicken Eggs Hatch??!!
Snack- Wheat Thins & Cheese 
	Library Field Trip & Teddy Bear Picnic 9:30am-1pm
Snack-Veggies & Dip & Cheese
	Snack-Chex Cereal & Milk 
	Shabbat 

Tumble Tots Bus

Snack- Challah & Cheese


	

	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23

	Letter: YZ (snacks)

Number: 8

Theme: Shavuot (Ten Commandments)
	Playball Sports

9:30am EC1
10:00am EC2
Snack- Yogurt & Granola
	Snack- Yogurt & Fruit 
	Snack- Zoo Animal Crackers & Bananas
	Snack- Zucchini & Dip & Yogurt
	Shabbat 

Tumble Tots Bus 
Snack- Challah & Cheese
	

	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30

	Number: 9

Theme: Exercise
	 Playball Sports

9:30am EC1
10:00am EC2
Snack- Mini Pizzas


	Snack- Peanut Butter & Jelly on Crackers


	Snack-Cheerios & Milk
	Shavuot

Snack- Soup & Crackers

	Shabbat 

Tumble Tots Bus 
Snack- Challah & Cheese
	


Appendix C: Website

The Morasha Early Childhood Center website can be found at the following link:

http://teacherweb.com/CA/MorashaJewishDaySchool/EarlyChildhoodCenter/
 Appendix D: Bi- Annual Progress Reports

(See attached)

Appendix E: 
Please join us!
Morasha Early Childhood Center’s

“Oh the Places You’ll Go!” Celebration
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Wednesday, June 17th, 2009

6:30-8:00pm in the MPR
Please RSVP by Wednesday, June 10th, 2009

Student’s Name_____________________________

Number of adults attending_______

Number of other children attending______






Letter of the Week: Bb


Color of the Week: Orange


Shape of the Week: Square


Nursery Rhyme of the Week: Baa Baa Black Sheep








September 8, 2008


by Miss Jackie, Miss Beth & Miss Lauren





This week…


We will focus on the letter Bb, color orange, the shape square, and the nursery rhyme Baa Baa Black Sheep.


For snacks, we will have bananas and bagels (letter Bb).


We will listen to stories and sing songs.


We will do art projects related to the rhyme Baa Baa Black Sheep. 


Wednesday morning, each class will have 45 minutes of Playball!


Throughout the week, Miss Jackie, Miss Beth, and Miss Lauren will complete beginning of the year assessments.


We will play outside every day.


Friday, we will play in the sandbox.


Friday afternoon, we will go on the Tumble Tots Bus.








Important Dates


Wed. Sept. 10 Jewish Holiday Workshop 9-10:30am


Fri. Sept. 12 Tumble Tots 12:30 EC2 & 1pm EC1


Wed. Sept. 17 School Picture Day


Wed. Sept. 17 5:30-7pm Back to School Pizza Night


Fri. Sept. 19 Tumble Tots 12:30 EC2 & 1pm EC1








Last week…


Monday, school was closed for Labor Day.


Tuesday, school resumed. 


We focused on the letter Aa, the color red, the shape circle, and the nursery rhyme “Humpty Dumpty”.


For snacks, we had applesauce and apples (letter Aa).


We practiced calendar skills.


We listened to stories and sang songs.


We made our own Humpty Dumpties! They are hanging in our classrooms. Come check them out!


We made red glitter names for the color red.


Wednesday morning, each class did 45 minutes of Playball! We had so much fun!!


Thursday, EC2 made purple “Flubber” with Miss Lauren.


We practiced earthquake and fire drills.


Friday, we played in the sandbox, played with playdoh, and played with a new magnet fishing game.


Friday, we celebrated Shabbat and ate challah.


Friday afternoon, we went on the Tumble Tots Bus!








Updates and Reminders


Please apply sunscreen to your child’s skin before bringing them to school. Thank you!


Wednesdays is “sharing” day. Please allow your child to bring something special from home to share.


If your child stays for naptime, please provide us with a clean sheet and blanket on Mondays.


Friday for Shabbat, we give Tzedakah. Please encourage your child to bring a penny from home to put in the box.


Library books go home on Fridays. Please return library books to school the following Friday.


If you would like for your child to go on the Tumble Tots Bus, please submit your Fall payments by this Friday.
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